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The Amendment filed October 10, 2006, is objected to under 35 U.S.C. 132(a) because it 
introduces new matter into the disclosure; 35 U.S.C. 132(a) states that no amendment shall 
introduce new matter into the disclosure of the invention. The depiction (in proposed Figure 13) 
of the layer 588 extending along the entire length of the lower member 520 is not found in the 
original disclosure. Applicant is required to cancel the new matter in the reply to this Office 
Action. (Figure 12B as submitted on October 10, 2006, has been approved by the examiner.) 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 1-6, 10, 17-19, 25, 29, 35, 36, 40, 41, and 45-47 are rejected under 35 
U.S.C. 102(b) as being clearly anticipated by McCoy, US 4,764,172. Regarding claims 2-5, 
Figure 2 illustrates an anterior buffer 58 and a posterior buffer 52. Regarding claims 6 and 10, 
the perforation is viewed as the longitudinal or axial hole inherent in the helical form of each coil 
spring 52 and 58. Regarding claim 25, heel member 28 is mounted on the bottom of the lower 
member 18 via screw 26 (column 2, lines 30-32). Regarding claim 29: Figure 4; column 2, lines 
25-28. 
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Claims 1-7, 10, 14, 15, 17-19, 25-29, and 35-47 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as 
being clearly anticipated by Shorter et al., US 5,1 16,383, which discloses a lower member 12A, a 
post 14 threadably engaging an opening in a ball member 46, and an upper member 44. 
Regarding claims 2-5, the first or anterior buffer corresponds to that part of the resilient rubber 
ring 54 having the stiffening plates 56, and the second or posterior buffer is equated with that 
portion of the ring 54 not enclosed or surrounded by the skirt 44A (Figures 1 and 4; column 4, 
lines 20-44). Regarding claims 7 and 10, the perforations receiving the plates 56 extend laterally 
relative to the longitudinal axes of the foot and the pylon and extend longitudinally relative to the 
length of the plates 56. Regarding claims 14 and 15, the plates 56 can be interpreted as plugs in 
that they fill the aforementioned perforations or slits. Regarding claims 25-28, attention is 
directed to the heel member 12B and the heel buffer 28 and 30. Regarding claim 35 and others, 
the post can optionally be the shank 46A. 

Claims 8, 9, 11, and 34 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Shorter et al., US 5,1 16,383. Regarding claim 8, perforations communicating with slits were 
well known in the art at the time of the present invention and would have been obvious in order 
to facilitate insertion of the stiffening plates 56 into the snubber ring 54 or in order to impart a 
certain level of flexibility to the alternative block of rigid material described at column 4, lines 
49-52. Regarding claim 1 1 , a lateral perforation through the second or posterior buffer would 
have been obvious in order to provide a selection of rings 54 having a diversity of resilient 
resistances to accommodate a range of amputee preferences and/or activities. Regarding claim 
34, a layer of material on a bottom surface of the first buffer would have been obvious in order to 
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retain or encapsulate (column 4, line 29) the metal plates and thus improve durability and lessen 
wear against the component atop washer 18. 

The Applicant's remarks have been considered but are deemed to be moot in view of the 
new grounds of rejection, which were necessitated by the newly added limitation pertaining to 
the post being fixedly connected to the lower member. Therefore: 

THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 

MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within TWO 

MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not mailed until after 

the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the shortened statutory period 

will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37 

CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of the advisory action. In no event, 

however, will the statutory period for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS from the mailing 

date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Dave Willse whose telephone number is 571-272-4762 and who 
is generally available Monday through Thursday and often on Friday. If attempts to reach the 
examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, Conine McDermott, can be 
reached on 571-272-4754. The fax phone number for the organization where this application or 
proceeding is assigned is 57 1 -273-8300. ^K^y 
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Primary Examiner 
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